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TAGS: SNAR, EC 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ LARA: 3 - NARCOTICS 
REF: A. QUITO 8413 B) QUITO 3908 C) QUITO 5413 

1. DURING THE COURSE OF A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ 
LARA ON DECEMBER 10, HE BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF NARCOTICS. 
REFERRRING TO OUR JOINT COLLABORATION IN THIS FIELD, HE 
EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION FOR OUR TRAINING OF BOTH THE 
POLICE AND CUSTOMS POLICE. I TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT I HAD 
HAD SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS WITH MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT POVEDA 
ON THIS MATTER, THAT WE WERE IN REGULAR CONTACT WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT AT A WORKING LEVEL ON THIS PROBLEM, 
THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN PROBLEMS, BUT THAT I WAS CONFIDENT 
WE COULD OVERCOME THEM. I THEN SUGGESTED TO THE PRESIDENT 
THAT HE CONSIDER MAKING REFERENCE TO THE PROBLEM OF 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC IN ONE OF HIS SPEECHES. THE PRESIDENT 
SAID THAT THE MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT HAD BROUGHT UP THIS 
IDEA AT A CABINET MEETING AND THAT THEY HAD DISCUSSED IT 
TOGETHER WITH PLANS FOR AN EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN WITHIN 
THE COUNTRY. HE INDICATED THAT HE WOULD ADDRESS HIM- 
SELF SPECIFICALLY TO THIS SUBJECT IN A PUBLIC SPEECH. 

HE NOTED THAT WHILE THERE WAS NOT MUCH PRODUCTION OF 
NARCOTICS IN ECUADOR, IT WAS A TRANSIT POINT FOR 
NARCOTICS COMING FROM COUNTRIES SUCH AS PERU AND THAT 
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SOCIETY. 

2. COMMENT: IT WAS EVIDENT FROM THE PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS THAT HE WAS FULLY KNOWLEDGEABLE OF MY AUGUST 
CONVERSATION WITH ADMIRAL POVEDA (REF B) AND OF THE INCREASING 
EXTENT OF OUR COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION IN THE 
NARCOTICS FIELD. HIS COMMENT ON THE QUESTION OF A 
DOMESTIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND THE POSSIBILITY OF 
HIS ADDRESSING THE PUBLIC ON NARCOTICS IN A PUBLIC 
SPEECH COINCIDES WITH WHAT MINISTER POVEDA TOLD ME. 

I BELIEVE WE CAN COUNT ON HIS INTEREST IN AND SUPPORT 
FOR OUR PROGRAMS. 

BREWSTER 
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